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Sloan: Ohio District One
Teacher of the Year
By: Nick Fitzsimmons
Robert Sloan, Van Wert High
School band teacher, has been
named “Teacher of the year” this
year for Ohio’s District One.
Mr. Priest, who nominated Mr.
Sloan, explained that Ohio is divided into 11 Districts, and Van
Wert is in District one.
When he was nominated, Mr.
Sloan said he was at loss for words.
“It is an honor to represent Van
Wert High School music education,” he said.
As a teacher, one of the most

impressive things Mr. Sloan is able
to do is to break down the various
topics of learning to each individual’s mode of grasping the topic.
“He brings in guest professors,
collegiate bands, takes his band
members to hear collegiate bands
and sets forth all kinds of plans
to enhance their knowledge,” said
Priest.
The staff, administration, and
student body at VWHS is proud to
be represented by such a good
teacher.

Band Director Robert Sloan

2018 Homecoming Queen Noelle Heffner (center) is pictured
with the two senior attendants, Arianna Adkins (right) and
Adrianna Grothaus (left).

Senior Butch Eutsler and
Senior Nathan Temple were
the escorts of last year’s
homecoming queen, Julianna
Vanbrabant.

The Van Wert Cheer Team competed once again in the annual fair cheerleading competiton.
This year the competion was moved to Lincolnview due to weather concerns.

New Teachers
By: Ryan Hollingsworth
Along with the new school year,
Van Wert High School introduced
two new teachers; a new art
teacher, Miss Gross, and a new
World/Lit and Am/Lit teacher,
Mrs. Clymer.
Miss Gross is in her third year
of teaching. She taught art at Jay
County Elementary School in
Indiana for the past two years. This
is her first year as a high school
teacher.
When Miss Gross was a senior
in high school, she job shadowed
an elementary art teacher. She said,
“I enjoyed shadowing so much,
that it became my passion.”
The thing that got her so involved in teaching kids was that
she felt she was teaching life
lessons at the same time she was
teaching art skills. She feels as if
she can teach the same life-changing lessons to high school kids at
VWHS.
Van Wert High School also wel-

comed language arts teacher Mrs.
Clymer. She is in her 21st year of
teaching. She first taught at Apollo
Career Center in Lima for one
year, then moved to Lima Senior,
where she taught CCP classes,
English 10, and a class about the
history of the Holocaust for 19
years.
She says the reason she started

teaching is because she likes teenagers and likes explaining literature to kids. Mrs. Clymer said she
is very excited to work with Miss
Adelblue and Miss Bonifas. She
also said she is looking forward to
team teaching and block scheduling.
Van Wert is very excited to welcome both of these new teachers.
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Cougars Fall
in Delayed
Season
Opener
By: Isaac Alvarez
The Van Wert boys’ soccer
team kicked off their 2018 season on Aug. 20 at home against
Ottoville in unusual fashion.
Kickoff time was scheduled for 5
p.m., but due to weather conditions, the players had to wait due
to delay for over an hour after a
lightning strike occurred minutes before kickoff.
The game eventually started,
and the two teams battled hard
in the first half. With 15:26 left,
Ottoville’s Nolan German scored
the first goal of the game, and
The Big Green went into halftime
with a 1-0 lead.
Coming out of halftime, the
Cougars lost control of a close
first half as Ottoville scored three
goals in a matter of minutes with
the help of some lucky bounces
and goals from Joe Miller, Dalton Davis, and German. Ottoville controlled the second half,
and the Cougars fell to the Big
Green 4-0 to start their young
season.
“If it wasn’t for a couple of
minutes, this would have been a
completely different ball game,”
said coach Matt Hernandez after
the loss.
Although the Cougars started
off their season with a tough loss
under far-from-ideal conditions,
they remain optimistic and look
to improve as they carry on with
their 2018 campaign.

SPORTS

The Van Wert Lady Cougars capture the Western Buckeye
League championship track and field title. It was the school’s
first league title since 1976. (Image via @VanWertXC on Twitter)

Caylee Phillips leads the Cougar Girls Cross Country team
with two first place finishes in
both the Delphos and Marion
meets. WBLs will take place
in the second week of October. (Pictured Left)

SPORTS

Cougars Blast Bryan
Golden Bears in Football
Season Opener

By: Jalen McCracken
The Van Wert football team defeated
the Bryan Golden Bears 34-7 in the season opener on Aug. 24, 2018, at Eggress
Stadium.
The Cougars were able to complete
multiple touchdowns, including three
from Senior Nate Place (two receiving,
one rushing), and one each from Senior
Drew Bagley and Junior Jake Hilleary
(both rushing). Sophomore Owen
Treece also threw two touchdowns. The
Golden Bears’ lone touchdown came
from quarterback Nate Miller.
Both teams remained scoreless
throughout the first quarter. Eventually, the Cougar coaches decided to
make a change—switching Treece to
quarterback and Place to receiver. The
two then connected and scored the first
points of the game.
“Our offense started out a little slow,
so we switched Nate to receiver. This
gave the spark that our team needed,
and we eventually started to score,” said
Coach Cole Harting.

Place then returned to quarterback and rushed for a touchdown.
Hilleary also scored a touchdown on
the ground, rounding up the score to
20-0 at the half.
The Golden Bears came out with a
different look on offense and scored
their one and only touchdown from
quarterback Nate Miller. The Cougars answered with another Place/
Treece combo. The extra point after
the touchdown was good, and the
Cougars held a 27-7 lead at the end of
the third quarter.
No one scored again until there
were only five minutes left in the
game. The Cougars lined up to punt
on a 4th and 5, but the punter, Drew
Bagley, decided to keep the ball and
run with it, resulting in a 38-yard
touchdown to round out the score at
34-7.
Van Wert stopped Bryan on the
following possession and won the annual out-of-league contest.

Cougars won the homecoming football game against Shawnee Sept. 21 with a score of 39-6.

SPORTS
STANDINGS
Football- 3-2

Boys Soccer- 2-8
Girls Soccer- 2-9
Volleyball- 8-4
Boys Golf- 2-7(WBL)
Girls Tennis- 3-3

Girls Tennis assistant
coach, Eli Alvarez, was
promoted to head coach at
the beginning of the year.

Senior Attendants

Senior Drew Bagley and
Senior Adrianna Grothause

Senior Jalen McCracken and
Senior Noelle Heffner

Senor Joey Schaufelberger and
Senior Arianna Adkins

Senior Garrett Black and
Freshman Mia Kelley

Senior Kenneth Salcido and
Sophomore Theodosia Scarpelli

Senior Mason Place and
Junior Ali Gemmer

Underclassmen Attendants

First Day of School

Students getting back to work on the first day of school.

The Importance of
Labor Day
By: Charlie Pauquette
Labor Day is a widely celebrated
holiday across our nation, celebrated
on the first Monday of September. It
was originally the creation of the labor
movement and is the recognition of the
social and economic achievements of
American workers.
The first Labor Day took place on
September 5, 1882, in New York City. It
was held by the Central Labor Union.
It was celebrated on September 5 every
year until 1894, when it was decided
that it would be celebrated on the first
Monday in September.
The Central Labor Union in New
York then encouraged other cities to
follow their example and celebrate a
“workingmen’s day” on that date.

The idea quickly spread, and in 1895,
several large industrial centers in
America began to celebrate and recognize Labor Day.
Labor Day once was celebrated with
large parades in the streets, followed by
festivals, but it went through a change
in recent years, as the huge parades
proved to be a problem. This change
moved toward a more moderate tone of
expression. Still, Labor Day celebrations
are now widely covered in newspapers
and on radio and television.
Introducing Labor Day provided
Americans a way to show appreciation
for the strength and leadership of the
American worker and the all-around
American way.

FAFSA Basics

By: Storm Matthews
FAFSA is an application that prospective college students fill out so the
government and colleges know how
much financial aid a student is eligible
for. FAFSA stands for Federal Application for Financial Student Aid.
FAFSA calculates EFC (Expected
Family Contribution) by looking at
tax information from both the student
and their parents. If the parents are
divorced, the student reports information from the parent where the student
spends the most time. If the parent
has remarried, the student must also
include the stepparent’s information.
After submitting a FAFSA application, students should receive a

Student Aid Report in three to five
days. Colleges that are listed in a
FAFSA application will receive the
electronic report one day after it is
processed.
Then, along with their letters of
acceptance from colleges, students will
receive financial aid awards. The financial aid award letters outline a student’s
financial aid package.
FAFSA applications open October
1. To receive any aid from the government, a student must fill out a FAFSA,
but it is important to also know that
many colleges have early deadlines for
financial aid, so students should file as
soon as possible.

A Day in
the Life of
the Student
Body
President
By: Clayton Proffitt
According to Marshall Healey, a
normal day in his life goes this way:
“I wake up at 7:10 a.m., go to school,
and spend the day having an amazing
time with friends. I love lunch, and
my favorite class is gym with Mrs.
Mead. Then, I go to soccer practice
and play hard. Then I go home, write
raps, watch YouTube, and eat a lot.
But … oh … I get it. You mean a normal day as student-body president.”
As Student body president, there is
a little more that goes on in Healey’s
day. He does enjoy coming to school
and having a good time with friends,
taking gym class, and working hard
at soccer, but as student body president, he also takes on a variety of
responsibilities behind the scenes.
Healey meets with Mrs. Krites
before every student council meeting
to touch base on the purpose of the
meeting. He also speaks to Mr. Priest
about things, such as solidifying
Goodwill Games goals, giving ideas
to make the school and community
better, and being certain that all committees for the year are planned and
executed properly.
All in all, the job is very important
to President Healey.
“It’s important to me that the high
school experience be a great time for
everyone. It’s on me to be enthusiastic
even when I’m not feeling it, so the
mood of the room can go up,” he said.
Healey does his job well and takes
pride in being the student body
president.

