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We The People

Students prepare for this year’s We The People presentations,
held March 11-13. This year, students only presented to Mr.
Kallas and Mr. Walker, due to the push back caused by the
numerous cancellations.

Seniors celebrate winning the Goodwill Games and the Spirit
Stick. Freshmen finished with 48 points, Sophomores finished
with 70.5 points, Juniors finished with 93 points, and Seniors
finished with 115 points.

Talent show winners Theodosia Scarpelli, Kenneth Salcido
and Michaella Johnson.
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VW Extends
School Day
Schedule
By: Gage Chiles
On March 4, Van Wert City
Schools began an extended schoolday schedule to add an extra 30
minutes to each classroom work
day. This extension was adopted by
the school board in response to the
12 days missed so far this year.
District Superintendent Vicki
Brunn said, “Staff members felt it
would not benefit students to add
days at the end of the school year
after testing was already completed.”
Brunn also added that if there
are any additional days missed,
make-up days could be added on
to the end of the school year. As of
now, the students’ last day is May
24, and seniors are set to graduate
on May 26.
The extended days will be in effect until April 30.
State testing at VWCS will begin
the week of April 1 and will continue throughout April and will not
be effected by the extended day.

St. Patrick’s Day

By: Raelan Duer
Why does Chicago dump 40
pounds of green dye into the river
every year? Why do more than
100 cities in the United States hold
parades every year on March 17?
The answer—St. Patrick’s Day; celebrated on the death date of Saint
Patrick.
Patrick was born in 385 in
Dumbarton, Scotland. Sixteen years
later, he was captured and enslaved
by Irish raiders. During his captivity, he converted to Christianity and
then claimed he had seen a vision
that revealed how to escape.

Once he was free, Patrick became a priest. He returned to
Ireland, and within 30 years, had
converted most of Ireland to Christianity.
As Irish immigrants settled
throughout the United States, they
brought with them their tradition
of honoring St. Patrick.
Today, people of all backgrounds
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. What
started as a celebration feast honoring the life and death of Patrick,
has become an international day of
celebrating.

Tornado Turmoil

By: Nick Fitzsimmons
What should a person do to stay
safe when a tornado occurs? Do we
know the time period when “tornado season” is upon us, and what
do we do to prepare?
First, tornado season begins
in early March and lasts until late
June. However, a tornado can occur during any month of the year.
Therefore, to prepare to be safe
when a tornado hits, follow these
tips.
Always have fresh batteries and
a battery-operated television, radio,
or internet-enabled device in order
to listen to the latest emergency
weather information.
Also, a good tornado emergency plan begins with access to a
“safe shelter” and should include
an emergency kit with a three-day
supply of water and non-perishable
food, a first-aid kit, medication, and

a list of important information,
such as telephone numbers. It
should also include toilet paper,
sleeping bags, and games or books
for children.
Be watchful. Watch for threatening signs in the sky, such as a
dark or greenish sky, large hail, or a
large, dark, rotating cloud.
If there is no basement, go to a
room in the center of the house,
such as a bathroom or closet. In
public buildings, there are usually
designated safe spaces in the basement or on the first floor. If caught
out in the open, lie flat in a ditch or
under an overpass.
The secret to safety in any situation, including a tornado warning,
is to be mentally and physically
prepared. With proper planning,
everyone should be prepared to
survive this kind of disaster.

Kenneth Salcido was Van
Wert High School’s representative for the Rotary FourWay Speech competition and
earned second place overall.

Awards

This year’s optimist essay winners, pictured left to right, are
third place to Ryan Chen, second place to Kaylee Jennings,
and first place to Ali Gemmer. Van Wert sweeps the competition yet another year.

Michaella Johnson is awarded a scholarship from the
VFW for her Voice of Democracy oral essay. She placed
first in the local division and
second at district.

VW Nets
Win KBA
Championship

By: Ryan Hollingsworth
The KBA league tournament was
held on Sunday, March 3. The gold
bracket consisted of the top four
teams in the league.
The first game was the Van Wert
Warriors vs. Continental-Red. In
a low scoring affair, the Van Wert
Warriors escaped with the onepoint win.
The next game was a showdown
between the Van Wert Hawks and
the Van Wert Nets.
The game went back and fourth
down to the wire. With 6.7 seconds
left, the Nets got an in-bound, and
Evan Cox made a buzzer beater
shot to put the game into overtime.
After another hard-fought three
minutes, the Nets walked away with
a two-point win after a controversial call.
The Nets and Warriors then
faced off in the championship. After
four quarters of hard-fought basketball, the Van Wert Nets walked
away with a one-point win after an
outstanding game from T.J. Reynolds and Jacob Lyvers.
Congratulations to all teams
who participated in the 2019 KBA
season.

SPORTS

March Madness Trivia

By; Charlie Pauquette
1. What school has won the most National Championships? - UCLA
2. What school has the most Final Four appearances; with 18? - North
Carolina
3. What is the lowest seed to make the Final Four? - 11 seed (LSU and
George Mason)
4. What player scored the most points in a game in NCAA tournament
history? - Carmelo Anthony
5. Since 1939, what city has hosted the most Final Fours? - New York City
6. Who holds the record for most points scored in a National Championship game? - Kevin Durant
7. What school was the first to make it to five consecutive Final Fours? Cincinnati
8. What is the lowest seed to make it to the National Championship game?
– 8th seed
9. What is the only year in which all four number-one seeds made the
Final Four? - 2008
10. What active coach has the most tournament titles, with three to his
name? - Mike Krzyzewski

College Signings

SPORTS

Basketball Heartbreaker

By: Ryan Hollingsworth
It was a play that never worked
in practice, but on Wednesday,
March 6, it worked to perfection.
Owen Treece threw a fabulous
alley-oop pass to Nate Place, who
put in the game winning shot to
beat the Defiance Bulldogs in an
overtime thriller, 27-25.
The Wednesday-night win set
the stage for the District Championship game on Saturday, March 9,
with Van Wert facing Lima Shawnee. The WBL champs, Shawnee
Indians, thought the game would
be a walk in the park, but the Cougars had a different idea.
After a hard-fought three quarters, Place made a clutch free throw

to give Van Wert a 46-43 lead with
43 seconds left in regulation play.
Shawnee’s George Mangas then got
the ball and drilled a three pointer
that tied the game with 23 seconds
left. Then, Place attempted a jump
shot that missed as time expired,
sending the game to overtime.
Place opened the scoring in
overtime with a foul shot, then
Drew Bagley put the Cougars up
49-46 with 2:19 left. Shawnee’s
Johnny Caprella hit both foul shots
to bring the Indians to within one,
and then Bagley made one of two
foul shots to give Van Wert a 50-48
lead with 1:38 left.
Mangas then scored the next

seven points for Shawnee on a
triple and four free throws, while
Van Wert countered with a pair of
foul shots by Blake Henry and two
more by Place to pull to within two,
55-53 with 16 seconds left. Justin
Behnke of Shawnee hit one of two
foul shots, then Place was fouled
and hit the first and purposely
missed the second shot, hoping for
the rebound. However, Shawnee’s
Tyson Elwer grabbed the rebound
and was fouled and hit both shots,
making the final margin 58-54.
Congratulations to Seniors Blake
Henry, Nate Place, Drew Bagley,
and Lawson Blackmore on an
amazing season.

By: Charlie Pauquette
Junior Gabe Steyer competed at
the District Wrestling Championships on Saturday, March 2. That
day, he not only went undefeated
but also became the first district
champion in school history, securing his spot at the State meet for the
second year in a row.
Then, on Thursday, March 7,
Steyer traveled to The Ohio State
University in Columbus to compete

at the State meet. He won his first
match on Thursday to begin the
tournament 1-0.
The next day, though, Steyer lost
twice, just missing the podium. At
home, the student body gave Steyer
a send-off, holding a hallway walk
as a show of support.
All in all, it was great year for
Steyer and the Cougar wrestling
team. Congratulations on a great
season!

Steyer at State

Spring Break Activities
By: Raelan Duer
During the months of February
and March, plane ticket sales to
southern states skyrocket, but
going to the beach doesn’t need to
be the only plan for spring break;
staying close to home can be just as
fun.
Van Wert’s spring break kicked
off Monday, March 18, with students back in class the following
Monday, March 25.
Regarding things to do during
spring break, there were a number

of local events to enjoy.
In Van Wert on March 24, the
“Church Basement Ladies” was
presented at the Performing Arts
Center.
Other area events included the
following: on March 22, the Komets
played the Cyclones at the Coliseum. If hockey doesn’t sound exciting, on the 24th the Arts United
Center presented Cinderella, and
Artlink Gallery in Fort Wayne featured Sayaka Ganz’s artwork March
22.

Graduation
Countdown
As of march 27

60 days

A Day in the
Life...
By:Clayton Proffitt
Mrs. Baer teaches Television
Production and Yearbook at Van
Wert High School. She has been
teaching TV for seven years and
Yearbook for five years.
Mrs. Baer works hard at her job
to create unique opportunities that
may not be seen in any other class.
TV 1 and 2 are structured to allow
students to learn the basics of video
production, while TV 3 and 4 use
the skills learned for broadcasting,
announcements, community videos, and to create the end-of-theyear video.
Another element is the school’s
video announcements. Her second
period class does the school announcements twice a week.
Mrs. Baer also organizes the
end-of-the-year video, a 60-minute
video that provides an overview of
different activities from the entire
year. She puts in many hours-worth
of filming and editing, and she
works throughout the school year
to make sure the video is enjoyable
for students to watch.
Mrs. Baer is also the advisor for
the school yearbook. Regarding its
production, she said each student is
assigned a specific 2 page spread.
The students are required to do
the layout and take pictures around
the school throughout the year and
at different events based on their
topic. Hundreds of pictures are
taken throughout the year, but only
about 20 pictures go into each individual section. This is a big project
that she and her classes take on!
Year after year, Mrs. Baer does
a great job with her classes during
her busy days. On behalf of the student body, thank you Mrs. Baer!

Congratulations to our Freshmen Choir and Symphonic Band
on earning Superior Ratings at the OMEA District Competition, held Saturday, March 9. Each group will now compete on
the State level.

Goodwill Games

Students gather to kick off the 2019 Goodwill Games.

