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R. K. THOMPSONAfter graduation, he will enter

By: Gage Chiles
The R.K. Thompson Self-Reliance Award program began 49
years ago and provides cash awards
for seniors who set high goals and
do “the best with what he or she
has.” Every year, Van Wert County
selects five boys and five girls who
best exhibit this trait.
This year, Van Wert High School
has six of the 10 finalists for the
award.
Nathan Bidlack, Noah Carter,
and Zachary Lape are Van Wert
High School’s male finalists, and
each will be awarded $500.
Bidlack is a member of Beta
Club, National Honor Society, the
CEO program at National Door

& Trim, and he is a captain on the
bowling team. He has been employed by Laurie’s Naturescapes
and will work for Granite Ridge
Builders or National Door & Trim
this summer. Following graduation,
he will attend Purdue University at
Fort Wayne to pursue a degree in
construction engineering
technology.
Carter is a member of the robotics, track and field, and crosscountry teams, in addition to
National Honor Society, Beta Club,
Cougar Council, and Service Pack.
Throughout the year, he is selfemployed in landscaping. He is also
heavily involved at First United
Methodist Church.

the United States Air Force and
pursue a degree in mechanical
engineering.
Lape is a member of National
Honor Society and Beta Club, while
working through the CEO program at Van Wert Health. Lape has
worked at China Town Express and
Nicko’s Pizza.
After graduation, he will be
attending The University of Toledo, pursuing a degree in nuclear
pharmacy.
The three female finalists from
Van Wert are Noelle Heffner, Hannah Kraner, and Chloe Sidle. Each
female finalist is also awarded $500.
(Continued on Page 3)
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VWHS Senior Hannah Kraner (seated third from left) was
named the winning girl, and VWHS Senior Zach Lape (standing third from left) was named the winning boy at the banquet
to honor the R. K. Thompson finalists.
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Senior Project Comes to
a Close

By: Isaac Alvarez
This year’s Van Wert High
School Senior Project concluded
with formal presentations in the
NPAC Lecture Hall. Ms. Brown’s
students presented on April 8, Mrs.
Switzer’s students presented on
April 9, and Mrs. Wilhelm’s students presented on April 10.
Senior Project is a graduation
requirement for all English students
and includes 10 hours of volunteer
work—with seven hours in each
class’s chosen organization. This
year’s organization options were
Salvation Army, Van Wert Blessings, the Humane Society, and
YWCA. Two classes chose Salvation Army, and three chose the
Humane Society.
Senior Project has played an important part of senior year for more
than 10 years, teaching students the
importance of volunteering and

helping in the community.
“As citizens of Van Wert, it is
our responsibility to give back to
our community, and volunteering
teaches us lessons beyond what
our classrooms can,” said Kathryn
Wray. “By volunteering in my community, I helped make Van Wert a
better place while learning more
about responsibility, positivity, and
compassion.”
Erienne Cassidy, another senior,
said, “Overall, volunteering for
the Salvation Army has helped me
grow as a person. Along with teaching students many lessons, Senior
Project has helped people become a
better version of themselves.”
Overall, it was another successful year for Senior Project, as
students gained knowledge and
life lessons, and the organizations
gained the volunteer help they
needed.

Do College Payoffs Pay Off?

By: Charlie Pauquette
Leaving high school and going
straight into college is a very common route for students. However,
how important is going to college,
and is the pay-off worth it?
Having a college degree can lead
to better job opportunities, which
can translate into higher salaries
and more job opportunities. The
higher the degree, the higher the
average salary. Being a college
graduate also includes other benefits, such as better health insurance
and retirement plans.
At the same time, the longer a
person goes to school, the higher
the student loans debt.
The average annual income,

nationwide, for a person with a
college degree is $35,256 per year.
However, that number might be
much lower in the Van Wert area,
where the average per capita income last year was about $26,000.
The degree with the highest average salary is a professional degree,
which can earn as high as $90,000
a year.
The potential earning power
from higher degrees is significant,
but student loans are much higher,
too. Among 2018 graduates, 69 per
cent took out student loans. Figures
vary, but after graduation, students
with an undergraduate degree still
have anywhere from $28,000-

$37,000 in student loans and are
paying an average of about $400 a
month on these loans.
Today, the number of student
loans has risen to a point where
Americans owe about $1.56 trillion
in student loans, which is $500 billion more than the total credit card
debt in America.
Overall, a college degree is
expensive, and individuals must
count the cost and weigh the
debt versus income. Even so, the
benefits are clear, with a much
larger job field and greater
earning potential for a college
graduate. So, the payoff probably
pays off.

Advice For Seniors

By: Raelan Duer
As seniors itch for graduation
day, how prepared are they for
adulthood? Most seniors are looking forward to being out of school
and enjoying summer, but what
happens after all the graduation
parties are over?
Some of the teachers around the
school have given their advice for
the seniors.
When Ms. Brown was asked
what she thought would be the
biggest surprise for the class of
2019, she said, “Perhaps the biggest
surprise for seniors as they launch
into college and the adult world will
be the cost of living, which they will
face at every turn. Every financial
decision carries a powerful potential, so think before spending. ”

Mrs. Wilhelm encourages the
seniors to enjoy each step of life.
She said, “The next step after high
school is simply amazing. You get
to find out who you are, what you
want to do, and how you want to
live. It’s stressful, but fun.”
She went on to say, “Try and get
away from home for at least a little
bit in order to find yourself. If you
stay in the same spot with the same
people doing the same things, there
is no room for growth.”
Mr. Krites advised seniors to
take advantage of opportunities and
to continue to learn.
In the end, these will be the best
years in life, so step out of your
comfort zone, try new things,
and make new friends.

Probable Graduates of
Distinction

Nathan Bidlack
Lawson Blackmore
Noah Carter
Adrianna Grothause
Allison Hauter
Noelle Heffner
Michaella Johnson

Zach Lape
Jalen McCracken
Reagan Priest
Emma Rutkowski
Alisha Terhark
Cassie Welker

R. K.
Thompson

(Continued from Page 1)
Heffner is a member of National
Honor Society, Beta Club, and Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and
serves as Student Council president. She has taken part in musical
productions, volleyball, and swim
teams. Along with Lape, she works
at Van Wert Health through the
CEO program and is employed at
Sycamore Ice Cream. After graduation, she will attend The Ohio
State University to pursue a degree
in nursing.
Kraner is involved with Beta
Club, Service Pack, the yearbook
staff, FCA, and is Student Council
vice president. She is also on the
cross-country team and has gained
experience with elementary students through the CEO program.
After high school, she will pursue
a degree in education at Purdue
University at Fort Wayne.
Sidle is a member of Beta Club,
Service Pack, cheerleading, FCCLA,
and Student Council. She is also
involved with Trinity Friends Youth
Group and Big Brothers Big Sisters.
This year, Sidle worked at Van Wert
Manor through the CEO program,
as well as Rocky Top Frozen Treats.
Upon graduation, she will pursue a
degree in business administration
at the University of Cincinnati.

SENIOR SUPERLATIVES
BOYS

GIRLS

Best Hair

Ryan Hollingsworth

Arianna Adkins

Best Smile

Jacob Lautzenheiser

Adrianna Grothause

Best Eyes

Mason McHugh

Abby Jackson/Lindsey Hill

Best Dressed

Marshall Healey

Chloe Sidle

Most Artistic

Saxon Ryan

Lily Good

Class Clown

Jalen McCracken

Cassie Welker

Most Accident Prone

Mason Place

Drew Kennedy

Most Polite

Noah Carter

Noelle Heffner

Most School Spirit

Jaxson Amweg

Reagan Priest

Most Athletic

Nate Place

Adrianna Grothause

Most Outspoken

Kenneth Salcido

Aubrey Pangle

Best Dancers

Jalen McCracken

Kathryn Wray

Class Flirts

Lawson Blackmore

Avery Cowan

Most Changed Since
Freshman Year

Nathan Temple

Allison Hauter

Most Likely to
Succeed

Nathan Bidlack

Emma Rutkowski

Most Likely to
Become Famous

Casey Kiracofe

Michaella Johnson

Best Personality

Jaxson Amweg

Noelle Heffner

Most Seen in the
Halls

Nate Place

Tabatha Saam

Always Late

Jacob Smith

Tabatha Saam

SPORTS

Sports Awards

FOOTBALL

1st Team WBL
Nate Place
Drew Bagley
2nd Team WBL
Nathan Temple
Garrett Black
Joey Schaufelberger
Honorable Mention
Butch Eutsler
Jalen McCracken
WBL Offensive Back of the Year
Nate Place
All Ohio 3rd Team
Nate Place

CROSS COUNTRY

1st Team WBL
Gage Chiles

GIRLS SOCCER

Honorable Mention
Michaella Johnson

VOLLEYBALL

1st Team WBL
Adrianna Grothause
3rd Team WBL
Reagan Priest
District 8 All-Star Game
Adrianna Grothause

Reagan Priest
Lainey Werts

BOYS BASKETBALL

1st Team WBL
Drew Bagley
2nd Team WBL
Nate Place

GIRLS BASKETBALL

Honorable Mention
Sierra Shaffer
District 8 All-Star Game
Abby Jackson
Sierra Shaffer

BOWLING

State Qualifiers
Nathan Bidlack

SWIM AND DIVE

WBL Runner Up
Madison Jarrett
District Qualifiers
Madison Jarrett
Noah Arend

WRESTLING
Disricts

Isaiah Bretz
1st Team WBL
Isaiah Bretz
3rd Team WBL
Butch Eutsler

College
Signings
Lawson Blackmore-Miami
University(Baseball)
Nathan Temple- University of
Saint Francis(Baseball)
Jalen McCracken- University of
Saint Francis(Baseball)
Jaxson Amweg-University of Saint
Francis(Baseball)
Hayden Maples-Ancilla
College(Baseball)
Drew Bagley-Taylor
University(Football)
Nate Place- University of Saint
Francis(Football)
Joey Schaufelberger-University of
Saint Francis(Football)
Madison Jarrett-Ashland
University(Dive)
Isaiah Bretz-Heidelberg
University(Wrestling)

Four seniors, Lawson Blackmore, Nate Place, Blake
Henry, and Drew Bagley stand
with Coach Bagley after celebrating a sectional championship. Thank you for a great
four years!

A Day in
The Life...
By: Clayton Proffitt
Ms. Brown is an English teacher
at Van Wert High School. She
teaches Creative Writing I and II,
Journalism, two units of AP Language and Composition, and two
units of Senior English, so she
keeps busy during her day and during the evening, which is when she
grades essays.
After graduating from Taylor
University with a degree in professional writing, Brown became the
public relations manager for an
Indiana publishing company. Even
though she enjoyed her 10-year
career there, she decided to pursue
something new—teaching.
“I always liked working with
teens,” she said, “and I wanted to
give something positive back to the
students and the community.”
She has worked in communications and journalism throughout
most of her adult career and is a
published freelance writer.
Currently, Ms. Brown is in her
seventh year teaching English.
Along with the classes she
teaches, Brown is an advisor for the
Senior Project, an important project for the seniors and a requirement for graduation. Some of her
advisory work includes advising
students regarding volunteer hours,
written proposal and reflection
requirements, preparing students
for their final presentation, and
overseeing the materials for
senior binders.
Brown tries to be a huge factor
in the success of the students, especially during their senior year.
Thank you, Ms. Brown, for all of
your hard work!

VWCS Earns Community
Impact Award

By: Nick Fitzsimmons
On March 28, Ohio Superintendent of Public Instruction Paolo
DeMaria and Ohio Board of Education member Linda Haycock visited
Van Wert High School, where they
learned, firsthand, about the Career
Education Opportunity internship
program.
Because of the success of the
CEO program, Van Wert City
Schools has been named the recipient of the 2018 Community Impact
Award, which recognizes non-profit
organizations that make Ohio communities better places to live, learn,
work, and play.
The state superintendent spent
most of his time at VWHS speaking
with students and business

people who are involved in the
CEO program, which partners with
local businesses to provide seniors
with career mentoring opportunities in a variety of work-related
areas.
“I’m so grateful to be here to say
congratulations for all of the work
you have done over the years to
make this award possible,” the state
school board member said.
“This award represents a lot of
hard work and deliberate effort on
your part,” said DeMaria.
All in all, it was a great experience for the students to represent
what seniors are learning and to
meet a couple of the state representatives.

Van Wert High School Senior Michaella Johnson (center) has
been named this year’s Queen Jubilee XLIV. Shown with her
are first-runner-up Torrie Bockey (left) and second-runner-up
Chelsea Taylor. (Photo by Dave Mosier/Van Wert independent)

Students Entering the
Military

Reagan Priest-Air National
Guard

Michael Hellman-Army

Noah Carter-Air Force

Kyle Spray-Marines

Nick Fitzsimmons-Air
Force

Jacob Laney-Army

Benefits of Better Budgeting

By: Nick Fitzsimmons
When it comes to saving money
it can be hard, but with these simple tips it can become a lot easier.
To get ahead—think ahead. Budget for the entire month before the
month begins, and try to pay yourself by putting a little into savings.
Tracking every expense is how to
know where the money is going.

Self-evaluate regarding spending
habits. That burger-buying routine,
drive-thru coffee habit, or fashion
obsession could be costing some
serious money that would be better
spent in ways that meet a responsible savings or spending goal. In
addition, put a small amount aside
every month for unexpected expenses.

One of the most important tips
might be to avoid credit card debt.
Using credit cards and not paying
them off at the end of each month
can create an ongoing trap that eats
up money that might be used for
better things.
All in all, follow these simple tips
to see better benefits when it comes
to budgeting.

PROM

Nathan and Troy
Nathan Bidlack (right), who
is interning in the construction engineering department
at National Door and Trim,
recently completed the task
of reorganizing the entire
factory floor layout. Troy
Weaks, who interns at Braun
Industries in the industrial
engineering division, has
been working with a CAD
software program to design a
prototype that Braun can use
for oxygen tank holders in its
ambulances.

